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     Well when you read this, we 
will be past Thanksgiving! We 
will be on the fast track to 
Christmas and the New Year cel-
ebrations! One of the most Joy-
ous times of the year for Family.  
I hope and Pray that you have 
fallowed the CDC Guidelines for 
your gatherings.  I hope and pray 

that you continue to adhere to the guidelines for 
gatherings no matter what your Political beliefs may 
be.  I am saying this because COVID-19 has hit 
within my family!  I have 2 of my daughters, in 
Montana where COVID is running ramped with little 
to no control as people refuse to wear masks, and 
many refuses to believe that it is more than the FLU!  
Both contracted at work it appears and they also did 
not think that they could get sick.  Yes, I may be 
over concerned regarding COVID-19 but I plan to do 
what is necessary to keep myself as safe as possible.  
This means social distancing, hand washing, and yes 
WEARING A MASK.   

     I say this to now lead into something that we as 
FCRV Members should have an Advantage over the 
public.  That is, we have our DASAT Program!  This 
is the time that our DASAT leaders should be re-
searching the latest info and FACTS that are present-
ed by the CDC and yes, The World Health Origina-
tion.  They should be keeping our members apprised 
of best, safest, and sane course of action.  We need 
to stay anchored in fact not whims and denial.  I im-
plore all of you to pleas be willing to protect your 
wellbeing.  If for no other reason than 85% plus of 
our members are in the AT RISK CATIGORY and 
yes this includes me.  This was a realization when 
my daughter reminded me early on in this pandemic.  
She did not want me to risk my health and well being 
and is the one having a very rough go of the virus.  

     So, if you are a DASAT representative for FCRV, 
weather National, your state, or your Chapter it is 
time to do a little research and help guide our mem-
bers through this health crisis with facts and 
knowledge. This is a time for your position to pay 
off to our members.  Your time to lead us on a path 
of success.  I say all of this to ask our members to 

sacrifice this Holiday Season and help break the 
chain of events that fuel this COVID Virus and allow 
us to bring down the numbers of infections here in 
the United States.    

     Many ask what we have at stake, well a couple of 
things that come to mind is The Retiree Rally, 
Campvention 2021 both come to mind as does the 
health of ourselves and fellow members. If we, 
FCRV, do not hold The Retiree Rally and Campven-
tion we cut off two for the major sources of income 
that we as an Organization have.  Having said this, 
we had to cancel both rallies in 2020 so we effective-
ly had little to no income in 2020.  We did keep the 
office functioning as you all know.  We have ongo-
ing expenses that are ongoing that do not stop just 
because things are required to so be on a lockdown.  
There are things like lights, heat air conditioning, 
websites etc., all must function to keep the doors 
open so to say.  Our office employees have done a 
wonderful job keeping the office functioning from 
home and now on a rotating schedule to allow them 
to get their work completed after we were able to 
open the office doors in New York State after the 
closure was lifted.  

     I would also ask that if you have the means to 
help a family in need now is a time that those of us 
that have extra could help to see that a family re-
ceived a Holiday blessing in the form of donating a 
family a meal or seeing that a family in need gets 
something under the tree at Christmas.  Each year I 
have continued to donate a meal to a family often 
time through the local police department of local so-
cial organization. For those that are in need it is often 
a blessing that they will be thankful for the year to 
come.  This was a tradition that started when I lived 
in Frederic Colorado and my Chapter made a deci-
sion to donate a number of meals to families and I 
helped the PD deliver them.  One family when I 
dropped the pre made meal off commented that this 
was such a wonderful blessing as they had no idea or 
funds to have a holiday meal for their children and 
had no idea where the next meal was going to come 
from.  This has been that one guiding holiday thing 
for me that I continue to do and brighten my holiday 
each year.  
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      A reminder that if you register for Campvention by December 31, 2020 you can receive a $30.00 discount 
so save a few dollars and get registered now and I will see you at campvention in Elkhorn, Wisconsin!  We 
will sit down and visit around the campfire!  Most of all stay in touch with your chapter keep each other in 

your prayers.  Call your friends pray for their well being keeping them in your thoughtsΦ  

     In the coming months you will be seeing articles from the Trustees as a way of you getting to know them 
and get a feel for their views.  I hope this will give you a better understanding of their ideas and style of lead-
ership.  We are here serving the greater good of FCRV and you.  We thank you for the opportunity to serve.  

     In closing I ask you to consider not gathering for the holidays this year, keep your holidays to your house-
hold only and help break the back of COVID-19 and lower the infection rate.  A little sacrifice now will give 
our health workers the help they need and will allow us to gather in the summer.  We have hope on the hori-
zon with a vaccine on the way, but it is not here yet.  Some of us will not see it until later in 2021 but it is on 
the way.  Keep up your guard, stay safe and hang in there as the Calvary is on the way! There is hope on the 
horizon.  

     Until we gather around the next camp fire stay safe and well! 

Gerry Pfirsch 
Your President  

 

ARE YOU GOING TO THE RETIREE RALLY? 

     The time is fast approaching for all FCRV members who plan on attending  the 2012 Retiree Rally in 

Mineola, Tx to make a decision . If you plan to attend the rally please send an EMAIL to  

pramlow@aol.com Attn SURVEY. Yes I plan to attend the rally.  This is a SURVEY for planning pur-

poses only.       

By Bill & Penny Ramlow 

!¢¢9b¢Lhb /I!bD9{  

   Carl at the National Office has taken over the website. Vickie will 

no longer be taking care of it. Please send any items/changes for the 

website to fcrvoffice@gmail.com  

    Vickie and DeWayne will still be doing the Camping Today. Send 

items to Vickie at campingtodayvr@gmail.com  and DeWayne at 

d_Johnston01@outlook.com   

        Thanks for cooperating 

mailto:pramlow@aol.com
mailto:fcrvoffice@gmail.com
mailto:campingtodayvr@gmail.com
mailto:d_Johnston01@outlook.com%20%20ail
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Registrations are NEEDED to complete plans for Mineola.  If the rally has to be can-

celed like this year's, your complete registration fee will be returned to you.  Please regis-

ter for Mineola! Thank you   

 

óTHE WORDô FROM OUR FCRV RETIREE DIRECTORS  

by Ron & Reba Ray 

Hello Retirees, 

     International Retiree Rally for 2021 is only 4 months away.  We are gearing up for the rally.  We are opti-
mistic about it coming about by spring.  From the news today, it seems that we are in for a rough winter as far 
as Covid-19 goes, but we can only hope that the spring will bring a new life on the situation.  

     So letôs get those reservations sent in to make the rally happen.  

     If your State or Province would like to run a King and Queen for the event, then please get your infor-
mation in to Ron & Jo Hersom.  

     We urge a lot of new people to attend the rally. Get involved and get to know more of our Family Camp-
ers.   We offer meals, entertainment, ice cream social and much more.  Remember the three Fôs; Food, Fun, 
and Fellowship.  This could be a motto of our Retiree Rally.  

     Enjoy your holidays and give the 2021 International Retiree Rally a lot of thought.  

     See you in March!! 

 

FCRV INTERNATIONAL  
KING & QUEEN CANDIDATES  

     We are hoping for an actual Retiree Rally at Mineola, TX next year.  Think positively.  We need to plan as 
if it will happen.  That being said, couples who are King & Queen of their state or province should consider 
now if they would like to compete for International King & Queen at the Retiree Rally in March 2021.  

     First, you donôt need to be selected by a separate retiree chapter ï it can be just your province or state or-
ganization that selects you.   
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     Next, contact us for an application form and information about conducting your campaign. Prepare a write-
up about yourselves that we can use to introduce you to the attendees at the Rally.   We need all applications 

by the end of JanuaryΦ  

     Next, prepare a bio (300 words or less) to publish in Camping Today, (a picture to DeWayne Johnston 
would be good). D_johnston01@outlook.com (need an underline sign ñ_ò between D and j) . You can send it 
any time.  

     Then decide on campaign handouts & plan your hospitality at the Rally.  

     You get to meet many new people and make new friends.  Other friends will help you prepare for your 
Hospitality (yum-yum).  

     The couple selected as K & Q are expected to represent FCRV for the year and attend the next Retiree Ral-
ly to pass on the crowns to the next K & Q.  

     Enjoy your selves, have fun, and be part of the FCRV Retiree Rally. .Looking forward to hearing from you.  

Ronald & Jo Hersom, King & Queen Coordinators   winter---400 E 18th St. Site 9 

905 Henry Dr., Marshalltown, IA 50158      Weslaco, TA 78596 

641-750-2774 (cell) 

rj50158@aol.com 

 

GAMES IN MINEOLA  

Craig and Shari Weber 

     Craig & Shari Weber have volunteered to take care of games at the 
ral- ly in Mineola TX in March. The Cushings, Chairmen of the Rally 
and Rays, Retiree Directors have asked for volunteers to help with games, possi-
bly having someone take one game. If you are still interested in taking one of the games, we will gladly accept 
your help. Just let us know what you want to do by emailing fcrvnd@yahoo.com. As always there is more fun 
when many hands make easier work.  

 

FCRV RETIREE RALLY VARIETY SHOW  

by George Walters  

     As always, we are looking forward to new talent.  If you can sing, 
play an instrument, tell a funny (clean!) story, please consider sharing 

our talent with your fellow campers  

     So let's get busy, find a new song, dust off that instrument, and join us for a night of fun!  If you can, bring 
a cd for your background vocals or to play your instrument to a track.  Lawrence Phillips does a great job put-
ting the sound together, so don't forget to get your CD ready!  Sign up at the registration area! 

 

mailto:D_johnston01@outlook.com
mailto:rj50158@aol.com
mailto:fcrvnd@yahoo.com
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FLEA MARKET VENDORS WANTED  

     March is just around the corner. It's time to consider preparing for 
the annual Retirees Flea Market. Bring crafts you have created or white elephant items 
you have on hand. Join us with your items to sell or come look around for some great 
buys. Vendor spaces are free! 

 

RETIREE CHOIR  

by Kip Cushing, Retiree Rally Choir Director  

     It is that time again to remind all those interested to sign up for the choir at the Retiree Rally.  I hope to 
make it a joyous and uplifting musical experience.  If you are a piano player and would like to get involved, be 
sure you let me know.  

     I would also like to take the choir members to a new level and become Minstrels for the talent show.  Some 
of you may be familiar with the ñNew Christy Minstrelsò or the old ñHootenanny Showò where the groups 
showcased many popular Folk music songs.  If we could find us a guitar player or two and maybe a banjo 
player, not to mention a fiddle player, we could light up that stage with more fun music.  Because of the many 
activities at the rally, Iôm not sure when we can practice; so if you are interested in this Folk music type of 
singing, try to let me know.  I have some music and could try and get some to you beforehand.  

     Iôm not sure how many songs George will let us sing, but if we get them involved, maybe we could get the 
stage longer? Eh?  And then if we get the audience to help us sing the chorus, and well, if we get them clap-
ping to keep the beat, who knows what can happen!  I think we could stir up some real good feelings and 
memories.  

     If you just want to get in on the Folk music group, I better have a signup sheet for that as well.  If you have 
favorite folk songs that youôd like to suggest we sing, get them to me as well.  A Pete Seeger song ñGet Up 
and Goò or Bob Dylanôs ñBlowinô in the Windò comes to mind, there are many, many more.  Iôll love to hear 
from you if this sounds like an interesting endeavor.  You can contact me at kcushing@wi.rr.com.  

     Peace and Goodwill to allé.. 

 

FOOD BANK & LAP ROBES  

by Ashley & Gloria Taylor, Food Bank/Lap robes Chairs  

 

     We are coming to you asking for aid and support of the local food bank  in Mineola, Texas in March, 2021.  
It would help them to be able to purchase more food with cash, but we will take all gifts.  Our FCRV family 
has always had an open heart to give to the area where we enjoy your rallies. 

     Are you sewing, knitting, or crocheting?  We are also asking for lap robes.  Weôve been sharing lap robes 
with local nursing home/hospitals for several years at the Retiree Rally.  We look forward to receiving many 
this year in Mineola.  Your efforts are so appreciated. 

    

mailto:kcushing@wi.rr.com
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ATHENS, TEXAS                                                                                                                

óBLACK-EYED PEA CAPITALô                                                                                                                            

HOME OF THE HAMBURGER  

  by Barb Turner, PR Chair  

     Intrigued?  About 50 miles from Mineola, Texas, site of the 50th FCRV International Retiree Rally to be 
held in March, 2021, is the city of Athens.  As noted in the title, Athens is known as the óBlack-Eyed Pea 
Capitalô and is the official Home of the Hamburger!   

     According to the article ñBlack-Eyed Peas: An Athens Originalò, update in The 
County Line Magazine on Feb 27, 2020,  ñEveryone knows the tradition that eating 
black-eyed peas on New Yearôs Day brings good luck, but few may know that they 
originated in Athens. As the story goes, in 1909 an Athens businessman named J.B. 
Henry sought a way to help farmers rid the areaôs legume crops of weevils by drying 
them in ovens. Next came the discovery that what was considered livestock feed also 
appealed to human tastes. Henry was soon dubbed the óBlack-Eyed Pea King of East 
Texas.  News traveled fast and before too long, Athens was busily supplying black-
eyed peas far beyond East Texas. Canning plants opened in the 1930s and ó40s to meet the demand.  By the 
1970s, Athens had gained the title of óBlack-Eyed Pea Capital of the World.ô  The city hosted a pea festival 
that continued for many years until demand and production lessened. Area farmers and backyard gardeners 
still grow the peas and Athenians (and millions of others) still pass the bowl of yummy vegetables at 
mealtimes ð all efforts that harken back to the humble legumeôs glory years in Athens.ò  

     Official óHome of the Hamburgerô? Anthens history claims that a man known as Uncle Fletcher Davis cre-
ated the first hamburger in the late 1880ôs at a small caf® on the town square.  Who knew?  

     Athens was established in 1850 as the county seat and was officially incorporated in 1902. ñAthens was 
named by a step-daughter of one of the founding fathers, Dullcette Averiette, who had a vision that Athens 
would become the cultural center of the county and named Athens in honor of Athens, Greece.ò 

     With this intriguing history, what attractions await 
you in Athens?  

     First, the Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center 
(5550 FM2495, Athens) combines outdoor education 
with a production fish hatchery.  The center houses a 

hatchery, laboratory, aquarium, and education center focusing on underwater wildlife in the stateôs freshwater 
streams, ponds and lakes. It serves as home base for the ShareLunker program, which invites anglers to do-
nate trophy-sized largemouth bass for research and breeding purposes. Take a virtual tour by visiting this link 
- https://tpwd.texas.gov/spdest/visitorcenters/tffc/visit/virtualtour/  

     The East Texas Arboretum, 1601 Patterson Rd, Athens, comprises 100 
acres of natural East Texas with nearly 2 miles of trails through the woodlands.  
ñCamouflaged frogs, insects, and even deer often scurry away as you pass. Make 
your way along winding, spring-fed streams connected by a 115-foot suspension 
bridge.ò  Visit the Wofford House Museum on the grounds.  The house is the 
oldest home in Henderson County being built in 1850.  It was moved to the ar-
boretum and is now restored and fully furnished, complete with culinary and 
medicinal gardens.  Experience early East Texas when you visit the museum.      

 

https://tpwd.texas.gov/spdest/visitorcenters/tffc/visit/virtualtour/
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https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g30193-d3361441-Reviews-East_Texas_Arboretum-
Athens_Texas.html 

     The area is apparently conducive to the growing of grapes.  Check out https://www.yelp.com/search?
cflt=wineries&find_loc=Athens%2C+TX which lists the 10 best wineries in Athens.  Check them out and plan 
your visit.  

     Do craft breweries interest you?  Be sure to visit the Athens Brewing Co. in the heart 
of downtown Athens at 01 E Tyler St., in an old historic building on the town square.  
The info says they have 8 brews on-tap.  https://www.tripadvisor.com/
Attraction_Review-g30193-d10587482-Reviews-Athens_Brewing_Co-
Athens_Texas.html  

     Add Athens to your óto-doô list when you are East Texas for the 50th Retiree Rally in 
March.  Visit the attractions listed above, or just wander downtown historic Athens.  Hopefully, weôll see you 
in March in Texas! 

 

Photo creditsé.. 

Athens sign - By Hot Furnace - Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=62034446 

Black-eyed peas ï The County Line Magazine - Black-Eyed Peas: An Athens Original    Dec 21, 2016 Updated Feb 27, 2020 

Texas Freshwater Fisheries Center - https://tpwd.texas.gov/spdest/visitorcenters/tffc/visit/ 

Wofford House Museum - https://www.easttexasarboretum.org/wofford-house.html 

Athens Brewery - https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attractions-g30193-Activities-Athens_Texas.html 

 

 

                

 

 

 

 

 

 

WANDER WISCONSIN         

 By, Shari Weber Σ/ƘŀƛǊǇŜǊǎƻƴ  

     The Wander Wisconsin team still hard at work planning lots of fun and fellowship during our campvention 
from July 11 ï 16, 2021 with departure on Saturday, July 17. The 61st annual campvention is at the Walworth 
County Fairgrounds in Elkhorn WI. Team members have additional articles in this and previous ñCamping 
Todayò to give you information about the campvention, Elkhorn, and Wisconsin. We believe all this infor-
mation will help make your trip to Wisconsin more enjoyable. 

https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g30193-d3361441-Reviews-East_Texas_Arboretum-Athens_Texas.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g30193-d3361441-Reviews-East_Texas_Arboretum-Athens_Texas.html
https://www.yelp.com/search?cflt=wineries&find_loc=Athens%2C+TX
https://www.yelp.com/search?cflt=wineries&find_loc=Athens%2C+TX
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g30193-d10587482-Reviews-Athens_Brewing_Co-Athens_Texas.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g30193-d10587482-Reviews-Athens_Brewing_Co-Athens_Texas.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g30193-d10587482-Reviews-Athens_Brewing_Co-Athens_Texas.html
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=62034446
https://tpwd.texas.gov/spdest/visitorcenters/tffc/visit/
https://www.easttexasarboretum.org/wofford-house.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attractions-g30193-Activities-Athens_Texas.html
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     Remember, the team decided to offer a $30 discount on the registration fees if you register BEFORE DE-
CEMBER 31, 2020. You have 30 days to save $30! Donôt miss out. Registration forms are at the end of 
ñCamping Todayò and on the website, fcrv.org. In fact on the website you can opt to use your credit card for a 
small additional fee.  

     As you see from an article from Jack, we are doing everything we can to plan for and hold this campven-
tion in Elkhorn. However, it is also being planned with an eye toward the Covid 19 pandemic and the neces-
sary precautions. If we must cancel campvention due to Covid your ENTIRE registration fee will be returned. 
As we plan this campvention we are looking for new ways to do things and at possibly new things to do. We 
may go back to our roots and be outside for more of our activities. All teams have been encouraged to look at 
outside opportunities when possible. Contracts are being signed with cancellation clauses for Covid. Register-
ing ahead of time helps with planning, so please take the time to let us know you are coming by registering. 

 

CAMPVENTION 2021 AND COVID-19  

By Jack Smye  

     I am writing this article on behalf of the 2021 Campvention Planning Teams under the Leadership of Past 
President Shari Weber.  

     For more than a year now, your planning teams have been working hard putting the pieces together for 
Campvention 2021, Wander Wisconsin. We have been having regular meetings, and in October of 2020 some 
committee members paid a site visit to Elkhorn. 

     At our most recent team meeting (via Zoom) on November 7, the subject of our response to the pandemic 
was raised. The teams will meet again in January 2021 for further discussion, but in the interim, here is the 
message we wish to convey to you:  

1: While we all hope the pandemic will be defeated or under control by July 2021, nobody really knows. On 
November 9th, an encouraging announcement by Pfizer about their vaccine with a 90% effectiveness provides 
us with some note of optimism.  

2: Should it become apparent that it is not safe to proceed with Campvention 2021, a timely decision by the 
teams and Trustees will be made and communicated to our membership. Full registration refunds, excluding 
any credit card fees, will be given to members who have registered.  

3: If Campvention 2021 does go ahead, all recommended, or dictated health protocols such as wearing masks, 
using hand sanitizers, cleaning down between events, possibly wearing gloves, and if need be, socially dis-
tancing will be followed. The Elkhorn Fair Grounds is just as concerned as we are about keeping our members 
safe and healthy. As we go forward and we gain better knowledge, we will advise the steps that we will be tak-
ing.  

4: Please register. If you have other than your immediate family planning to stay in your unit, please also pro-
vide their normal contact information.  

5: Watch for further announcements in Camping Today as we go forward. 

6: Be smart, stay safe, and stay well. 
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CAMPVENTION 2021 PARKING INFO  

     The 2021 FCRV Campvention plans are under way. The campvention is 
being held in Elkhorn, Wisconsin. Watch for your registration in Camping Today. This yearôs parking for 
the campvention will be hobo-by-state. If you would like to camp with your state/province, your regis-
tration must be post marked no later than June 1st.  Canadian registration must be postmarked by May 
15, 2021.  Hope to see everyone in July.  

 

 

 

 

 

Team Great Lakes is looking for a volunteer to be Youth C0-Chairman for Campvention 2021 in Elkhorn, 
Wisconsin 

Judy Elenburg is our Youth Chairman, and she could use help. If you are interested in helping her, please con-
tact: 

Connie Black at ILFCRV@yahoo.com  

Linda English at mifcrv@gmail.com  

Or 

Judy Elenburg at jelenburg@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

We are in the process of casting a Murder Mystery Play  

for Campvention 2021 in Elkhorn, WI. 

If you are interested in participating, please contact  

Connie Black at ILFCRV@yahoo.com  

 

mailto:ILFCRV@yahoo.com
mailto:mifcrv@gmail.com
mailto:jelenburg@gmail.com
mailto:ILFCRV@yahoo.com
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CAMPVENTION 2021 SEMINARS  

by Ray Suennen, Seminars Chair  

     If you or you know of someone who would like to be a seminar presenter during the 2021 FCRV Campven-
tion in Elkhorn, Wisconsin from July 12 ï 16, 2021, please contact Ray Suennen at raysuennen@yahoo.com 
or mobile phone 920-606-0289.  

     Ray will be presenting one seminar on cast iron cooking and another on seasoning and salvaging cast iron 
cookware, and discussing vintage cast iron cookware.  Bring your cast iron pans for cleaning ideas and for 
show and tell.   

 

GOLF CARTS IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 Please Read!  

Change in policy: 

      In the past the Campvention Team has sub-rented golf carts for use during Campvention. Starting with the 
2021 Campvention, FCRV will no longer be the middle person for golf cart rentals. Members wishing to rent a 
golf cart may contact the company and make their own arrangements. FCRV will identify the company along 
with contact information.     

The information is:                                                                                                                                                          
Brownôs Service Wisconsin Golf, Inc.                                                                                                                 
459 Madison Street  
Walworth, WI 53184                                                                                                                                      

Phone 262-394-5505                                                                                                                            

brownswisgolf@gmail.com   

     If you wish, you may have your golf cart delivered to the grounds the same time the carts that FCRV 
requests are to be delivered. Any issues you have with the cart, YOU will deal with the golf cart rental 
company yourself.   

 

CAMPVENTION 2021 PROGRAM BOOK INFO 

     Hereôs another article as we prepare to put on the 2021 Campvention at Elkhorn, WI.  Sue Carlsen and Beth 
Standiford are putting together the Program Book and are looking for your input.  

     Is there someone in the organization for whom youôd like to show support?  Your favorite Teen King or 
Teen Queen candidate?    Is there someone youôd like to thank for a job well done?  Perhaps someone is hav-
ing a major milestone event in their lives and youôd like it to receive some special recognition (birthday, anni-
versaries, etc.)   Or perhaps youôd like to remember one of our own who has passed and is missed so very 
much at campvention.  Well you can do any or all of these things in the Program Book!  Hereôs an example of 
whatôs possible: 

  Best wishes to our Teen Representative (THEIR NAME HERE).    

mailto:raysuennen@yahoo.com
mailto:brownswisgolf@gmail.com
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You make our state proud! 

Thank you, (person/group) for all the hard work you have done to put on such a great event. 

John Doe ï 1953-2019 ï Campvention isnôt the same without you.  

     $2.50 gets you two lines of print or $5.00 gets you a business card sized box with your sentiment.  

Send your check, payable to NCHA and send the wording you want on a separate piece of paper to:  

Beth Standiford, Recording Secretary 
7 Oakrail Drive 
St. Peters, MO 63376 

DISCOVER DELAVAN, WISCONSIN  

by Barb Turner, Campvention 2021 Publicity Chair  

     Less than 10 miles from Elkhorn, Wisconsin, site of the FCRV 2021 
Campvention, is the historic city of Delavan.  Interestingly, Delavan sits in the 
middle of what was once an inland sea. ñDuring the last Ice Age, the final gla-
ciation, named the Michigan tongue, covered this region. The Michigan 
tongue descended along the area of Lake Michigan. The óDelavan lobeô of this glacier broke off, pushing 
southwest into the area of Walworth County.ò  The first inhabitants of the area were Native Americans who 
probably arrived around 1000 BC.  Perhaps youôve read about the Mound Builders in other areas of the Mid-
west, probably between 500-1000 AD.  These woodlands peoples lived in the Delavan area as evidenced by 
the over 200 effigy mounds that remain.  

     Moving along in history, Delavan was part of New France from the mid-17th century through the mid-18th 
century.  If you remember your American history, the area came under British rule following the French & 
Indian War.  In 1783, with the signing of the Treaty of Paris, the area became part of the United States; more 
specifically it became part of the newly established Northwest Territory.  

        As the Northwest Territory was being divided into eventually 5 states, the Delavan area was first part of the 
Indiana Territory, then the Illinois Territory, and finally part of the Wisconsin Territory in 1836 till statehood 
was granted to Wisconsin in 1848! 

     Then, Delavanôs history becomes interesting.  From1847-1894, Delavan was the home of 26 circus compa-
nies! ñThe Mabie Brothers U.S. Olympic Circus, then the largest in America, arrived in 1847, to become the 
first circus to quarter in the territory of Wisconsin. Its famous rogue elephant, óRomeoô, stood 10 1ù2 feet (3.20 
m) high, and 10,500 pounds (4,800 kg). The original P. T. Barnum Circus was organized here in 1871 by Wil-
liam C. Coup and Dan Costello. Over 130 members of Delavan's 19th century circus colony are buried in 
Spring Grove and St. Andrew cemeteries.  On July 21, 1948, Delavan was the site of Wisconsin's Circus Cen-
tennial as part of the state's celebration of 100 years of statehood.ò  

     When you visit Delavan, you might want to start with the Delavan Wisconsin Historical Society, 663 East 
Ann St., to view the exhibits which show the history of Delavan and the area.  http://delavanhistory.org/   

     Enjoy downtown Delavan, especially the Walldogs Mural Tour.  ñThe Walldogs are a group of talented 
sign and mural artists from all over the world. The Walldog movement began in 1993 when dozens of artists 
gathered in Allerton, Iowa to paint several large historic wall advertisements. Today, the Walldogs travel to 
towns across the country to promote tourism.  

http://delavanhistory.org/
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     The tradition of painting wall advertisements is continued today by this mod-
ern ópackô of artists as they paint in the design styles of the past. From the colors 
they use to the art styles they practice, these artists capture the history and culture 
of every town they visit. In June of 2015, the Walldogs gathered in Delavan, Wis-
consin and transformed the town with beautiful murals.ò   200 artists created 18 
murals in 5 days!  https://youtu.be/FIP5od0BZG4  

     Outdoor spaces may interest you.  Delavan has more than 100 acres of natural 
preserves.  Visit https://ci.delavan.wi.us/departments/parks-recreation/city-parks/ 
where info on the many Delavan parks is shared.  

     Orchards, patches, wineriesé.the list goes on for offerings in Delavan.  Visit 
https://visitdelavan.com/to-do/index.cfm?catID=All&navID=82  

     One last visit to put on your to-do list is The Dancing 
Horse Theatre, 5065 Highway 50.  ñThe Dancing Horses 
Theatre was created from one person's vision, and their infi-
nite love for horses.  Our current show, óThe Power of a 
Dreamô has been crafted to evoke memories that many of us 
have from childhood. This vision has been beautifully created, 
specific to our unique performance venue by a talented team 
of creative, artistic and technical professionals. This dazzling 
spectacle features an array of horse breeds that perform along-
side their trainers in this fantastic cavalcade of equestrian art-
istry. Visually stunning, and performed in a state-of-the-art, 
yet intimate, 300-seat theatre, this live show is truly a must-
see for any horse lover. Wheelchair-accessible, and fully cli-
mate-controlled for all seasons, the venue is both comfortable 
and accommodating.ò  For horse lovers, this looks like óa mustô when attending Campvention 2021.  Visit  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjAV_NVKkJ0  

      

     Finally, when looking at the list of notable people linked to Dela-
van, I found Gary Burghoff, better known to us as Radar OôReilly!  
Although Burghoff was born in Bristol, Connecticut, he later moved to 
Delavan ñwhere he studied tap dance and became a drummer, despite 
being born with brachydactylic caused by Poland syndrome, which 
made three fingers on his left hand significantly smaller than those on 
his right hand. He gained early experience acting with the Belfry Play-
ers of Williams Bay, Wisconsin.ò 

 

     During this rampant Covid-19, looking ahead to hopefully a more normal summer perhaps is a refreshing 
activityéédream of being together again and enjoying what Wisconsin has to offer, especially the Elkhorn 
area.  More offerings will be forthcoming in the months ahead leading up to the FCRV Campvention 2021! 

Photo Credits:  

Delavan - https://visitdelavan.com/about/ 

Dancing Horse Theatre - https://thedancinghorses.com/home/ 

Radar - https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=16354650 

Walldogs - https://visitdelavan.com/walldogs/ 

https://youtu.be/FIP5od0BZG4
https://ci.delavan.wi.us/departments/parks-recreation/city-parks/
https://visitdelavan.com/to-do/index.cfm?catID=All&navID=82
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RjAV_NVKkJ0
https://visitdelavan.com/about/
https://thedancinghorses.com/home/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=16354650
https://visitdelavan.com/walldogs/


Camping Today                                                         15                                                             December  2020 

NATURES ñLIGHTò  

By Joe Boswell, DASAT Dir. 

     With the changing of the season comes many 
challenges. The leaves have fallen off the trees, 
Thanksgiving has come and gone, and now the Holi-
day Lights are up and various walking and driving 
distractions abound. Not too long ago the time 
changed as well, daylight saving time allows us to 
push back our clocks an hour. This does not sound 
like much but it creates hazards you might not be 
considering.  

     As darkness is approaching much faster these 
days, our driving conditions also change. Motorist 
who normally left home for work, in the dark are now 
driving in some form of day light. Your body now 
needs to adjust to the change in driving conditions. 
Whether or not you really believe it, your sleep pat-
terns have to adjust for the change in daylight driving 
conditions because that morning glare can be danger-
ous.  

     ñWhile the extra hour of sleep may feel nice, it 
can lead to unsafe drowsy driving, according to The-
resa Podguski, director of legislative affairs, AAA 
East Central Division. ñTwilight is one of the most 
challenging times of the day to drive as it is, so mo-
torist should take extra precautions in the weeks 
ahead to avoid putting pedestrians in harmôs way.ò  

     Here are some simple tips to follow from the 
American Automobile Association that will help you 
as you adjust to the time change.  

   Get plenty of rest-if you are having trouble 
keeping your eyes open or find yourself drift-
ing from lane to lane, or you do not even re-
member driving a few miles, pull off the road 
and stop.  

Watch for deer-they are out all over the 
place, as November and December are peak 
months for deer related collisions.  

Get some shade-wear sunglasses if needed 
or use a tented visor for help to help avoid the 
sunôs glare.  

Change driving habits-slow down-reduce 
your speed, allow for a bigger distance be-
tween your vehicle and the next vehicle thus 

increasing your stopping distance especially 
in high traffic areas and heavy congestion.  

Ditch the distractions-put down the 
cell phone, stay off the internet con-
nection in your vehicle, and do not 
change the clock in your vehicle while 
driving.  

Use your headlights-this way you are more 
visible to pedestrians early in the morning, 
and especially at dawn. You want people to 
see you coming.  

Remember to yield: pedestrians always have 
the right of way, even if they are not using a 
crosswalk. Do not pass a vehicle, that is 
stopped at a cross walk. Yield to the pedestri-
an in the walkway. As we approach the holi-
day season remember that more people may 
be out shopping and it may be difficult to see 
at night.  

     Pedestrians are everywhere, so here ae some safe-
ty tips to keep in mind.  

Cross only at the appropriate intersections 
and marked cross walks. Before you cross, 
look to your left and then to the right and only 
proceed to cross the street when it is clear.  

Use the sidewalk walking in the street is dan-
gerous. If you must walk on the street, walk 
facing the flow of traffic.  

Dress brightly-wear reflective 
clothing. The brighter the clothing 
or its reflective qualities the safer 
you will be. Bike riders something 
travel with blinking lights at-
tached, and reflective clothing too.  

Avoid the distractions-put down that cell 
phone, stop listening to music, take out the 
earphone (earbuds) so you can hear what is 
going on around you.  

Bike safely and smartly. Bicycle lights are 
necessary, wear reflective clothing and make 
sure you have reflectors on your bicycle; peo-
ple need to see you especially at night.  

Holiday lights and distractions. Be careful driving 
through your community and the small towns. To 
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make our communities festive for the 
holiday season many put up colored 
lights across the street, on light poles and 
outline building and windows for the fes-
tive season. These are and can be distrac-
tions. There reflection may give you an 

extra spectrum of light that will prevent you from 
seeing the stop light signals correctly. In other in-
stances, you may become distracted and look away 
for a minute thus creating a dangerous situation for 
all. Holiday lights combined with the setting of the 
sun can really cause hazards for drivers. It is im-
portant that you adjust to the changing season of the 
year and take into consideration other hazards that 
impede your driving ability.  

To, all, hoping you have a joyous and safe Holiday 

Season, drive safely everyoneΦ 

Source:  

New Release, AAA Offers ñFall Backò Driving Tips as Day-
light Saving Time Ends, Jim Garrity, Public and Legislative 
Affairs Manager, AAA East Central Division 

 

 

 

  

FCRV WINTER TEXANS  
VETERANS & SOLDIERS 
 GIVING PROJECT 

     As in past years prior to Thanksgiv-
ing and Christmas, Ron and Nancy 
Herberholz organized a card and 
gift gathering mission for the Alfredo 
Gonzales Texas State Veterans Home 
in the Rio Grande Valley. They took 
nearly 300 Thank You cards to the Vet-
erans home November 10th and 11th. 
Ilene Johnson and her group at San 

Juan Gardens made lap blankets, wheelchair and 
walker pouches were also delivered. 
R&N Enterprises donated military 
caps. Susie and Tim Zich donated 100 
brand new stuffed animals and others 
donated socks, popcorn, and other 
useful items. This was the first time 
that the homeôs director, Marlene 

Mendez couldnôt accept anything for the veterans 
since March due to Covid restrictions. Delivery was 
accepted at the door, but weôre sure the veterans ap-
preciated the items. 

     The other part of the pro-
ject is part of a national program 
called Hugs For Soldiers. De-
ployed military men and women 
on the front lines. The packages 
contain Christmas cards, snacks, 
socks, personal care items, 
Christmas 

decorations, etc. These were 
donated by FCRV Winter Tex-
ans as well as local resi-
dents and collected at Ron and 
Nancyôs shop in McAllen. The 
first batch of boxes has been 
sent with more to come.. 

 

 

NATIONAL WILDLIFE GRANT 
AWARDS  

 
By Joanie Stone, National Wildlife Director  

 
     The National Wildlife Committee has met and we 
distributed $4900 this year to the recipients.  The 
monies come from the interest accrued off of the 
Wildlife FCRV account.  As I have mentioned before 
the committee consists of the National Wildlife Di-
rector, National Conservation Director, VP over the 
program, National Comptroller, two at large FCRV 
members one from the US and one from Canada.  We 
had six grant applications submitted to me.  Two of 
the grant requests have never applied before.  All six 
have received monies and should have received the 
checks. The following is a brief outline of the grants.  
 
     Soarin Hawk Raptor Rehabilitation - Hunter-
town, Indiana - They were requesting operating sup-
port. The organization is a volunteer rescue. They 
rescue more than 225 injured or orphaned raptors.  
After rehabilitation, the native or migratory birds are 
released back into the wild where they were found.  
Those unable to survive nature because of severe in-
juries become education birds.  This organization re-
ceived $1200  
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Better Ponca Foundation - Ponca, Nebraska - They are asking for help to do a wildlife edible garden. Those 
plantings in the garden will be a wildlife and human friendly.  The garden will serve multiple purposes, wild-
life viewing, education for the naturalist to use for outdoor education programming.  The garden will attract 
multiple song birds, rabbits, deer, turkeys, fox and pheasants etc.  The organization received $1200.  

Black Pines Animal Sanctuary (Professional Animal Retirement Center). Albion, Indiana - This sanctuary 
was established in 2000 to provide refuge to displaced, captive-raised exotic animals for the animals for the 
rest of their lives and to educate people about responsibility and education.  The refuge if for big and small 
cats, canines, bears, primates, birds, and reptiles.  They received $1000.  

Dakota Zoo - Bismarck, North Dakota - They want funds to help with a month supply of medical and rehabili-
tation services for the zooôs raptor rehabilitation program. The zoo has faced all of the challenges wrought by 
the coronavirus pandemic. The committee awarded the Zoo $500.  

Friends of Spring Valley Park, Inc.  - Saxonburg, PA.  They want to eliminate Russian Olive infestation and 
replace the area with wildlife friendly trees and bushes.  They have provided bird houses, enhanced their frog 
pond.  By eliminating these trees it will help the wildlife get the necessary food. The cost of removing these 
trees is very expensive.  The committee added the Friends of Spring Valley $500.  

Glade Run :ale Conservatory - Valencia.PA.  This is an ongoing project including additional Chestnut trees, 
water quality testing on incoming water the feeders trees, planting water-edge plants to enhance water habitat.  
They wish to improve walking trails and enhance the fish habitat to the lake. The committee awarded $500.  

     I wish to thank all of you who took time out to research and write the grants.  I am hopeful that the monies 
the committee has awarded will be put to good use.  

 

DAKOTA ZOO RECEIVES NATIONAL 
FCRV  

WILDLIFE REFUGE GRANT   

By JeAnne Selby, Region 3 Director  

     Dakota Zoo, in Bismarck, ND, recently received a $500 nation-
al Family Campers & RVers (FCRV) wildlife refuge grant.  

         Submitted in June by Region 3 Regional FCRV Director 
JeAnne Selby, Bismarck, on behalf of the Dakota Zoo, the grant 
request sought national FCRV wildlife funds for the Zoo's raptor 

rehabilitation program. 

     According to Zoo Director Terry Lincoln, the $500 award will go 
toward the numerous COVID-19 safety precautions implemented by 
the Zoo for the protection of the visiting public, the Zoo staff, and the 
animals. 

     The FCRV Wildlife Refuge program offers financial grants to 
governmental and private organizations to assist them in wildlife conservation projects.  The grant requests 
must be submitted to the national FCRV Wildlife Refuge directors by an FCRV member and be accompanied 
by a letter of concurrence from an agency/organization. 

5ŀƪƻǘŀ ½ƻƻ ½ƻƻƪŜŜǇŜǊκwŀǇǘƻǊ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀπ

ǝƻƴ YŜŜǇŜǊ !ǳƴƛŜ tƻǘŜŀǘΣ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎπ

Ŝǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ½ƻƻϥǎ ƴŜǿŜǎǘ ǊŀǇǘƻǊ Ǉŀπ

ǝŜƴǘǎΣ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ YŜǎǘǊŜƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ōǊƻƪŜƴ 

ǿƛƴƎΣ ǘƻ wŜƎƛƻƴ о wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ C/w± 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

WŜ!ƴƴŜ {ŜƭōȅΣ .ƛǎƳŀǊŎƪΣ b5  
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SOARINô HAWK REHABILITATION GRANT   

By Vickie Roop  

     Larry and I had the honor of presenting Soarinô Hawk Reha-
bilitation in Huntertown, IN with a $1200 Wildlife Grant. They 
were very thankful for the grant as they have not had much in-
come because of Covid-19. They gave us a tour of the facility 
where we were introduced to some of the raptors and the vol-
unteers that ñmotherò them. Some of the raptors are ones that 
cannot be released back into the wild for one reason or another 
and are used as ambassadors who visit schools, organizations, 
etc. to share their story and information about their species. We 
were happy to see the facility and learn about the raptors. Visit 
the website to learn more about the facility and the raptors.  
https://www.soarinhawk.org/home  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DONNA COUPLE USES  

NEWFOUND PASSION 

FOR PHOTOGRAPHY  

TO BRING PEOPLE TOGETHER  

 

By Rocio Villalobos   
Courtesy of òWecome Back Winter Texanò  

www.welcomehomergv.com 

     Since stepping up to act as Bit-O-Heaven RV & Mobile Home Parkôs photographers, Ed and Cathy Hurley 
have come to learn just how much photos can connect people. The converted Texans from Nebraska are pre-
sent at all of the Donna parkôs major activities--such as the weekly golf-cart parades, allowing residents to 
have fun together safely--to document the memories being made and share them with the rest of the communi-
ty.  

 

     ñThe neat thing is people who used to come here but canôt any more still feel like theyôre part of the fami-
ly,ò Ed said. ñThey just take a look at the photos and visualize whatôs happening. We get emails all the time 
saying how great it is still living the life of being in the Valley because of the pictures.ò  
 

     The pair shoot both photos and videos on their smartphone, a Samsung Galaxy 108 megapixel. Though 

 /ƘŜŎƪ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴτ[-w wƻōŜǊǘ ²ŀƭǘƻƴΣ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΣ 

±ƛŎƪƛŜΣ [ŀǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ άƳƻǘƘŜǊέ bƛŎƻƭŜ YŜƭǘȅ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ WŜũŜǊπ

ǎƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭŘ ŜŀƎƭŜΦ 

https://www.soarinhawk.org/home
http://www.welcomehomergv.com
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they did not have previous photography experience, 
they were eager to help fill the Parkôs need and say 
their skills have greatly improved. 
 
     ñYou have to take lots of pictures to get some 
good ones,ò Cathy said.  
 

     Apart from photography, the Hurleys also had to 
learn how to use social media in order to share the 
photos with the Parkôs online pages. This lets the res-
idents know whatôs going on and allows their friends 
and family back in their home states see what they 
are up to.  
 

     ñAnother big thing we try to do is post birthdays 
and anniversaries,ò Ed said. ñAfter being here 12 
years, every year your circle of friends gets bigger 
and bigger.ò 
 

CT Editorôs note: Ed and Cathy Hurley are long time FCRV members 

and also members of the FCRV Winter Texan Chapter. 

 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
FROM THE STAFF OF 
CAMPING TODAY  

Barb Turner, Correspondent, All 
Contributing Writers, Pat Wittmeyer & Carl From-
holzer. Mailing,Vickie Roop, Layout & Graphics, 
DeWayne Johnston, editor  

 

CHRISTMAS  
SHOPPING IDEAS  

     Are you looking for that perfect 
camping gift? FCRV has vendors who are offering a 
variety of logo items for sale. Each business offers 
shipping for a fee.  

Graphic Screen Printing has a variety merchandise 
with our logo. Contact Ida OôDell at 734.755.5401 or 
go to the website www.graphicscreenprinting.com. 

Karenôs Embroidery has shirts embroidered with 
our logo as well as a variety of other items. Contact 
Karen or Dale Houston at 641-751-9807. 

Marshall Creations has a wide variety of items with 
our logo on them. Go to their website https://
stores.inksoft.com/fc_rv/shop/home to see what they 
offer. Lee Marshall is the contact at 410-553-0038. 

When ordering enter 10fcrv10 to receive a 10% dis-
count.  

Superior Embroidery also has logo clothing mer-
chandise for us. William Menard can be contacted at 
815.932.0441. The website is 
www.superiorembroidery.net.  

     Remember these folks support us, we need to sup-

port them 

 

 

 

WORKAMPER LAUNCHES 
SMALL BUSINESS RVER 

SCHOOL  

By: RVBusiness| 

 HEBER SPRINGS, Ark. ï Workamper International 
Monday (Nov. 2) announced the launch of a new 
online course designed to help mobile entrepreneurs 
start and maintain successful small businesses.  

 

     For decades, Workamper News has helped RVers 
fund their travel plans by connecting them to short-
term jobs working for a variety of companies. How-
ever, the organization has seen a steady spike in peo-
ple wanting to run businesses on the road instead of 
working for others.  

 

     ñEntrepreneurship is something that isnôt often 
taught in schools; however, more and more people 
desire to take control of their own destinies by work-
ing in businesses of their own,ò said Steve Anderson, 
president of the Small Business RVer School. ñWith 
the right training and support, a mobile entrepreneur 
can learn the fundamentals to start a business, a strat-
egy to market the company, and a process to ensure it 
thrives.ò   
 

     Students can complete the training at their own 
pace by viewing more than 70 videos compiled into 
26 lessons. Students must complete a quiz to advance 
to the next level.  

 

Anderson developed much of the material on his 
own, but some was developed in cooperation with the 
Ziglar Corporation, which teaches success strategies 
developed by legendary business trainer Zig Ziglar. 
Some of the sessions were developed in partnership 

https://rvbusiness.com/author/rvbus/

